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NSC BRIEFING COIEED ~ETLA '8 June 1954
THE DETERICRATING S8ITUATION IN SYRIA

I. The goversweantal ineffectivevess

A. ¥Weak caretaker cabizet

1. Unable set date for promised parlissentary elections.
Last suggested date sometime ip fugust, now alsc
uncertain,

2. Prequently reported seriously split;na verge of resigning
in favor of Qnﬁthtr interins cabipet.

B. Bajor political particaw—ﬁltiaaaliits and Populisis--are
pulliag apart evepn though still colliaborating in caretazker
cabinet.

1. Neither party would seem to be able win decisive alectoral
victory.

2. Can't agree on cosmon program apd sliate of candidates.

3, 8ven if they did, it would be a fragile coalition,.
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I1. Possibility of a coup

A, Politicisms' failures iueresse possibility of & leftist--
military or straight silitary coup.
1. Chief danger from Akram Beawrani, radical socialist, amd
his military pertisans--variously mumbered at 300-400
sray officers out of estimated 2,000.
(a) Reportedly vetoed suggested military coup 17 May

25X1C
because of safaverable circumstamces.

2. Ancther thiteat: straight military coup as result of army
éiwtatisftetﬁan over civilise effort to coatrol it.

{a) Assistant Chief of Btaff Malki, popular and
influsntisl officer, considered threat; threatensd
defense minister with “coaseguences™ il “touched™ or
gent ocut of country. Malki allegedly supporter of

Hawrani,
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(b} Captaip Hamdup, who played major role overthrow

of Bhishakli, involved ip wmid-Narch abortive coup and
unde 17 Nay suggestion to Fawrani sight sct on own as
woll as with Hawrsni.
{c) Armored brigade comsander Colonel Assaf frequently
iovolved in plots.
111, Outlock
A, lumediste possibility ét s suecessful coup canpot be
discounsted. However, army leaders appesr badly split. Ve
really Ruow little adout various silitary lsaders asd thelr
currezt ambitions and plans.
B, Nore likely, the situmtion will contisye deteriorste until
increased unpopularity of civiliam goverowment gives reias

to extremists and military,
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